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SPORTS

Ibuken Gbenga-
Banjo, right, played
ice hockey for the
first time with the
Just Try It hockey
program. The pres-
ident of Alliance
Hockey, Tony
Martindale (left),
teamed up with
the St. Catharines
CYO Minor Hockey
Association to
bring 16 children,
aged 7-14, for
the first Just Try It
hockey program.
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Tust Try It’ looking
for hockey helpers
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Ibuken Gbenga-Banjo had
never been on skates before
signing up for the Just Try It
hockey program.

Thanks to Alliance Hockey
teaming up with the St
Catharines CYO Minor Hockey
Association, Gbenga-Banjo and
15 other children, aged 7-14,
and their families took part in
the first Just Try It program to
play ice hockey for the first time
in their lives at the Seymour
Hannah Sports & Entertainment
Centre.

Just Try It is a program
designed to give children who
have never played ice hockey a
chance to try it, free of charge.

The children were given a
tour of the arena, along with a
classroom session which intro-

duced them to hockey basics,
and attended a two-hour on-ice
session for tips on skating, stop-
ping, turning, puck handling
and some simple hockey drills.

The new hockey players were
each given two tickets to see
the Ontario Hockey League’s
Niagara IceDogs in action and
were able to keep the skates,
sticks, jerseys and helmets given
to them by Just Try It.

The program is expected to
run again in August.

If you are interested in help-
ing the Just Try It program
grow in St. Catharines by either
donating money, equipment or
time as an on-ice helper, or if
you know someone who has a
child who would otherwise not
be able to play hockey, please
contact Renée Rochefort-Smith
at:  cyohockey@cyohockey.
on.ca.
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